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Kilroy again
Inside Report of the dismantling and removal of the
Queen’s Hall library - August 2008.
When the five shelf units that had been unmoved for
107 years where each released from their blacksmith
forged wall ties and moved away sufficiently, to see
behind, the sight was straight Hammer film - cobwebs
on cobwebs to an alarming thickness.
Photos were taken of this historic event and I stood
back to inspect the walls that had not seen the light of
39,000 days. But hang-on! There are two plastic ventila-
tor  plates behind the RHF (Right Hand Fireplace) unit
and the backing board from the central section of
Mother (the 15 foot 7 ins wide monster unit ) has some
gleaming modern nails in it that must have been fixed
from behind the unit. Beaten again - just as I was on
reaching the top of a remote hill in the Lakes in the
1960s when my pride at being the first person there
was somewhat ruined by finding ‘Kilroy was here’
chalked on a rock.
The move of this wonderful library went well with more
than enough challenges to make it interesting. I’m sure
the carpenters, when moving the units in, did not have
the problem of how to park a 7 ½ ton lorry outside  - or
the unannounced road works to contend with. 
At the end of the adventure I felt that I had got to know
something about the library and the people who built it,.
Rather than just take photographs I decided to measure
it accurately and produce scale drawings.
I discovered many examples of the carpenters’
handwriting. There were at least two people working on
the shelves, one with very distinctive script.
I learnt that they too had an out-of-sight out-of-mind
attitude (I thought that was invented in more modern
times) which meant that iron screws, not brass, where
used under the units (they had rusted and caused me
extra challenges). They used pine and oak on the sides
of Mother (not solid pine as in the other free-standing
units) as Mother fitted the innermost wall so snugly no
one would ever see wahat the endpieces were made of.
Empathy even extended to visualising their sense of
wonder when I had to resort to the use power tools to
remove their hand-built creation. Only an angle-grinder,
Dremmel drill and a circular saw, but to them, in 1901,
things that would have believed to be from another
world. I’m also convinced they would have been in total
awe of the tail-lift on the monster truck. But I’m even
more convinced that they would be familiar with the
Anglo-Saxon words that might have snuck out whilst
moving the biggest units through that ever-so-tight front
door. Peter Chippendale
Peter would be interested in hearing of other opportuni-
ties in recycling. Please feel welcome to contact him on
01444 400361 or e-mail peterchip@uwclub.net
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endorse any of the services or products advertised in this
publication.
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Notable Road Verges in Cuckfield Parish
Notable Road Verges (NRVs) are areas of roadside verge around West Sussex that have rare and scarce
wildlife.  Sometimes they hold spectacular displays of wild flowers.  They are designated by West Sussex
County Council (WSCC) and, where safe, they are denoted by short oak posts with distinctive red disks
(pictured).  

Cuckfield and Cuckfield Rural Parish has three NRVs. Located on Mallion’s Lane, Ragget’s Hill and
Cuckfield Bypass.  These verges hold a rich diversity of wildlife including rare orchids and other plant
species indicative of old meadows.
It is important that these verges are managed
appropriately to conserve and enhance biodiversity.
Therefore, NRVs are usually only cut once wild
flowers have set seed in late summer.

In September 2008, WSCC undertook a late summer
hay cut on 19 grassland NRVs across the County.
Mimicking traditional grassland management
techniques, grass was collected mechanically and
removed - preventing the build up of excess nutrients
and competitive plants.  The grassy banks flanking
Cuckfield Bypass was cut in this manner. 

Further information on this scheme can be found on
the website: www.westsussex.gov.uk or obtained by
telephone on 01243 642119. Environmental enquiries
should be directed to Ben Rainbow, Assistant
Ecologist, WSCC

Issue 13 October 2008

Garden of Remembrance
The refurbishment of the Garden of Remembrance is now complete and we hope you agree that this is
now greatly improved and a very pleasant and restful area for quiet contemplation.  The Parish Council is
extremely grateful to the local benefactor who so generously sponsored this work.  In addition to this, a
memorial plaque is to be hung in the Church with the names of all the deceased whose remains are
interred in the Garden.

NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY

Cuckfield Christmas Festival
Friday, 12th December  -  6 pm - 8 pm

REVIEW
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THE DISTRICT PLAN
Those who have been 
concerned about the 
developers apparent 
unstoppable invasion of 
Cuckfield will be aware that, 
following the confusion 
around the abolition of the 
South East Plan, Mid Sussex 
District Council (MSDC) found 
itself without a five year 
supply of development land.  
Until a substantive document 
is in place to describe that a 
five year supply is available, 
the presumption from the 
Planning Inspectorate at 
appeal hearings is to grant 
permission (vis Chatfield 
Road and Bylanes Close).  
Now that the detail of the 
Government’s proposals 
are public, MSDC has been 
able to put together a Draft 
District Plan to fit within the 
Localism Bill. This document 
is available online to view 
on the MSDC website with 
formal public consultation in 
November and December.
   The most critical factor in 
this plan is the involvement of 
the community in preparing 
their own Neighbourhood 
Plan. If you read the current 
draft District Plan, it would 
seem to be very orientated 
around Burgess Hill. This is 
because Burgess Hill have 
been working on their 
“Townwide Strategy” for 

some while and are therefore 
able to include this as their 
input to the District Plan.  
   Cuckfield is now in the 
process of building a plan, and 
has recently been awarded 
£20,000 funding from 
Government as part of the 
Neighbourhood Frontrunners 
Programme. This money will 
help to buy consultancy in 
areas where we do not have 
the expertise; although we are 
fortunate in having a great 
deal of expertise amongst 
residents who can help us 
build our plan. The work 
that the Neighbourhood Plan 
Group will be doing between 
now and Christmas is vitally 
important to our community 
in that they will have to 
look at the infrastructure 
requirements including schools 
provision, health centres, 
highways issues, etc, that will 
be needed in Cuckfield for the 
next twenty  years. They must 
then work out  how much 
development the community 
will have to take to fund that 
need.  The message is very 
definitely that communities 
all over Mid Sussex have to 
be realistic about where the 
finance for this infrastructure 
will come from. This will be 
controversial as it will  mean a 
re-drawing of the built-up
boundary to allow for 
development, but we will then 

fields will be handed over 
with £90,000 support funding 
and there will be plenty of 
opportunity for residents 
to become involved in the 
management of this green 
area. However, it should be 
noted that the fields will not 
be handed over until three 
years after all the building 
works are completed. The 
constraints of the trees of the 
high ecological requirements 
of this site as a wildlife corridor 
(particularly for the dormice) 
are fully acknowledged by 
the developers and drawings 
will be provided to show 
how the screening will work. 
Other issues that need further 
discussion include possible 
links to the existing footpaths, 
the pedestrian crossing at the 
access to the site, mitigation 
of the 2½ storey units, ‘brown 
stoning’ the road surfaces to 
give a softer visual feel and the 
possible re-alignment of the 
road and play area
   The developers put much 
emphasis on the need to 
protect current residents as 
much as possible from the 
disruption and have promised 
to arrange regular meetings 
during construction phase with 
representatives of the residents.  
It will be interesting to see how 
well these good intentions are 
upheld!

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
Holy Trinity Church is 

DIJISET DIGITAL PRINT
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for Cuckfield Parish Council
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and we can run your Mac & PC files.
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B/W and 4-Colour A4 + A3 print.

Ring Dave Jones on 01444 882476
e-mail: dijiset@aol.com

progressing with its 
refurbishment and essential 
structural repair programme.  
This building is of major 
importance to the village as a 
tourist attraction and as a living 
art gallery in addition to its use 
by the church congregation.  
The work has the support of 
the Parish Council and we 
commend the efforts of the 
team that are leading this 
project.  To find out how you 
can help and donate watch for 
a detailed circular from that 
team which will be circulated 
shortly.

AIRCRAFT NOISE
Have you noticed an increase 
in noise; particularly in the 
early mornings?  It would 
appear that the “Continuous 
descent approach” which 
reduces noise levels South 
of the airport, is not being 
adhered to. The Gatwick Area 
Conservation  Campaign are 
gathering evidence on failure 
of operators to comply. Please 
contact gacc@btconnect.com  
to log the disturbances you are 
aware of.

MUSIC LOVERS!
Series of Concerts, Holy Trinity 
Church. Sat 8th October – New 
Harmony from ”Tin Pan Alley 
to Abbey Road”. 
Sat 19th November. 9am until 
9pm!!  A piano marathon’.

CONTACT YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman 
Robert Salisbury: 417779 
robert@ladywell.uk.com 

Vice-Chairman 
Ken Gregory: 457547 
ken.gregory47@btinternet.com 

Other Council members
Stephen Blanch: 415725 
steveblanch@btinternet.com 

Sue Burgess: 454104 
sueburgess@freezingbreeze.com 

Andy Burton: 443306
andyjrb@yahoo.co.uk

Giles Darling: 453915
giles54321@yahoo.co.uk

Piers Harrison: 452178 
p_harrison@sky.com

Andrea King: 414179
kingmytten@btinternet.com 

Colin Mercer: 414995 
colin.mercer1@gmail.com 

Nigel Page: 474720
nigel.page@nlp-one.com 

Parish Clerk
Frances Jones: 451610 
cuckfieldpc@btconnect.com 

This newsletter is published by Cuckfield Parish 
Council. The Parish Council and printers do not 
guarantee or endorse any of the services or 
products advertised in this publication.

 DIARY DATE

DIARY DATE
Neighbourhood Plan
Open Day 
Saturday 29th October 2011
10 am - 2 pm - The Queen’s 
Hall

We have made good progress 
since the last newsletter 
and have seven volunteers 
developing the Cuckfield 
Neighbourhood Plan. We are 
now ready to start sharing 
our outline proposals and 
need your input to help 
validate our thinking and to 
obtain any further ideas and 
comments that you might 
have. The Open Morning 
will be an opportunity for 
residents to review what 
has been done so far and 
to provide input into the 
development of the plan 
which will cover all aspects of 
how the community wishes 
to see Cuckfield develop over 
the next twenty years. We 
need to submit our plan to 
Mid Sussex District Council 
by Christmas and community 
involvement is an important 
part of the process.  You can 
email your thoughts and 
comments to me at (nigel.
page@nlp-one.com) and, 
if you have a particular 
interest and would like to 
get involved, we would very 
much like to hear from you.

Nigel Page, Chair 
Neighbourhood Team



be able to use the District Plan 
to robustly reject development 
applications outside this 
designated boundary.  There 
will also be a very strong 
defence of gaps between 
settlements.
   Before the Neighbourhood 
Plan can be legally adopted, 
it has to receive a 50% vote in 
favour from  the community 
in a referendum, therefore 
it is very important that we 
all take an interest in the 
Group’s progress, attend open 
mornings, etc, and contribute 
to the proposals so that when 
the final Plan is put before 
the community, it has the 
wholehearted support of our 
residents. 

Robert Salisbury. Chairman. 
Cuckfield Parish Council

FLYTIPPING
Illegal fly-tipping cost 
taxpayers more than £40m last 
year. According to new figures 
at least 656,000 incidents of 
unlawful rubbish dumping 
were recorded in England 
and Wales between April 
2010 and March 2011. The 
figures were obtained by the 
Countryside Alliance under the 
Freedom of Information Act.  
This has recently become a 
real problem in Cuckfield too.  
Particularly bad are the car 
park at Whitemans Green, the 
lane leading up to Inholmes, 

Professional Paint & Body Repairs
H Low Bake Oven  H Chassis Jig
H Insurance Approved Estimates

H Loan car available

Sparks Lane, Brook Street, Cuckfield, W. Sussex RH17 5JP

Tel/Fax 01444 458700

Cuckfield Accident 
Repair Specialist

Cottage Flowers Flower School
Floral Inspiration Course 
Would you like to be inspired?  
Come and join us at:

Cottage Flowers
The Corner House
High Street
Cuckfield RH17 5JX

01444 454 290
info@cottageflowers.eu

 www.cottageflowers.eu 
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the hedgerows along the 
footpath running from The 
Ship to Ardingly Road, the 
Polestub car park and along 
the grass verge down towards 
the by-pass. If you have garden 
waste, this must be taken to 
the Amenity Site in Burgess Hill 
and not dumped around the 
village!

OUR CHILDREN NEED 
YOU DESPERATELY!
School Crossing Patrol
School Crossing Patrols provide 
a vital service to the children 
of West Sussex by assisting 
them to cross the road safely 
on their way to and from 
school. We are currently (and 
have been since April) seeking 
a volunteer/volunteers at the 
start and finish of each school 
day to assist the children in 
crossing London Lane safely. 
The commitment is usually 30-
40 minutes each morning and 

afternoon. 
   There is no upper age 
limit and we do have several 
patrol people well into their 
seventies! Uniform and 
training are provided. As the 
role involves working with 
children, a Criminal Records 
Check will of course need to 
be undertaken. 
   Please contact Julie Finn at 
West Sussex County Council 
on 01243 642985 for further 
information.

CAR PARKING DISCS
Most residents will be aware 
that you need a parking disc 
if you wish to use the Broad 
Street Car Park (this can also 
be used in the Hassocks and 
Hurstpierpoint car parks). The 
discs are re-usable and cost 
£1 each. We are constantly 
amazed at just how many 
visitors we get to Cuckfield – 
we have sold 1500 discs since 
April this year alone. The discs 
are now on sale at the Post 
Office, Sussex Crafts, the Cake 
Shop and the Candy Store.  
The system seems to work well 
most of the time and does 
enable casual visitors to find a 
space.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The Cuckfield Branch of the 
Royal British Legion is to 
‘Lay Up’ its old Standard and 
Dedicate a new one on Sunday 

6th November at 3pm in Holy 
Trinity Church. This service will 
be quite a pageant as many 
Standards from across the 
County will attend. The RBL is 
currently seeking permission to 
parade down the High Street 
which, if it happens, will be 
quite a spectacle. This will 
follow on from the Veteran 
Car Run which comes through 
Cuckfield in the morning of 
the 6th November.

PROGRESS WITH THE 
TRAFFIC PLANS!
At the Open Morning in 
Queens Hall earlier in the 
year a display of proposed 
highway works in Cuckfield 
was available for residents to 
comment on. The drawings 
have been modified to take 
account of comment, and have 
now gone to WSCC Highways 
for technical analysis before 
going before the County Local 
Committee in November.  
Two priorities have been 
highlighted. The requirement 
for an electronically controlled 
crossing in London Lane and a 
pedestrian refuge in London 
Road. Other works will follow 
as funding becomes available 
but the two priority works 
could be completed in the 
2012/13 timescale. Depending 
on the costing of changes at 
Whitemans Green, the Parish 
Council may be able to fund 

the improvements to the 
speed restriction signs and the 
village ‘gateway’ in a similar 
timescale.

LAND NORTH OF 
BYLANES
Rydons, who own the field 
at Bylanes, are in the process 
of selling it on to Taylor 
Wimpey who will undertake 
detailed design and then build 
the development. A pre-
application meeting has now 
taken place between Taylor 
Wimpey, Mid Sussex District 
Planning Officers and our 
District Councillors to discuss 
progress with this site.  
   Initial indications are that 
Taylor Wimpey’s timetable 
could be:
•   December 2011 - January 
2012 detailed planning 
application to MSDC
•   Dormice:  Dormice move 
around by crossing from tree 
to tree in the canopies. As 
the one tree will need to be 
removed to put in the road, a 
‘bridging’ structure will have 
to be built to enable them to 
cross to other trees.  This is 
best done in autumn/winter .
•   March - April 2012 look to 
obtain licence from Natural 
England
•   Sept 2012 start phased 
installation of dormouse 
bridges to finish around Jan 
2013.

•   January 2013 start of site 
preparation
•   18 month construction 
period with estimate of last
property occupation end of
summer 2014.
   The developers are proposing 
to have meetings with the 
Residents Association and 
will hold an open morning, 
probably at the Queen’s Hall 
when the detailed plans will 
be on display. Currently the 
plans provide for seventeen 
units of affordable housing on 
two locations in the corners 
of the development. However, 
following a discussion 
on ‘pepper potting’, the 
developers have undertaken to 
look to splitting the units over 
three or four locations.  Past 
experience of development in 
Cuckfield has shown that this is 
of benefit to all residents.
   Many of you will be aware 
that the fields at the rear 
of the site are to be given 
over to the Parish Council for 
the general amenity of local 
residents in perpetuity. The 

estate agents

01444 451818

looking to sell or
let your property?

marcusgrimes.co.uk
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SOCIAL BALLROOM, LATIN & SALSA
Wed Eve – Oakmeeds Sch, Burgess Hill
Thur Eve – The Queen’s Hall, Cuckfield

ZUMBA DANCE-FITNESSR CLASSES
Tues Eve – Oakmeeds Sch, Burgess Hill
THUR EVE – the Queens Hall, Cuckfield

SOLO DANCING
TUES EVE – OAKMEEDS SCH, BURGESS HILL
WED AFT – THE QUEEN’S HALL, CUCKFIELD

CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN & TEENAGERS

DISCO/STREET/JAZZ,
BALLROOM & LATIN

TUES & WED EVES – OAKMEEDS SCH, BURGESS HILL

01273 562996
sarah@livewireschoolofdance.co.uk
www.livewireschoolofdance.co.uk

CLASSES FOR ADULTS

 


